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By A FREEHOL DER. 


CRAFTINESS 'is a deſpicable quality, and 
undoes itſelf : he who bas it, and as by it, can 
never diſguiſe it long; and when it becomes ap- 
parent, it becomes impotent, arms every body 
againſt it, draws hatred, or ridicule, at beſt, 
is perfeRtly w/cleſs ; and the Man, even when 
be deals uprightly, is ſuſpeed to mean knave- 
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ADD RESS 


TO THE 
W H IG $ 
And particularly the 
DISSENTERS, 
ON THB 


Preſent Poſture of Affairs. 


GENTLEMEN, 

G cannot be ignorant of 
the Clamour, which has been 28 

lately rais'd, with the great- : y 
= eſt Contrivance, againſt the 
Adminiftration ; and you muſt, to be ſure, ; 
be very ſenſible, that a as 4 
A 2 2 


„„ 
has been invidiouſly thrown on every 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, 
howſoever deſerving of his Country in 


other reſpects, who aſſiſted the Miniſtry 


with their Votes on the Exc:/e Bill. And 
therefore, as an Oppoſition only to that 
Bill, has been declar'd to be the Cri- 
terion of every Honeſt Gentleman, who 
has a true regard for the Intereſt of his 
Country, how pernicious foever his Prin- 
ciples may be; ſo, it may be convenient, 
and indeed neceſſary for ſome body, to un- 
deceive thoſe, who thro' the Pretence of 
being brought into Slavery by Men of 
their own Party and Perſuaſion, have 
been impos'd upon and prevail'd with to 
join with others, whoſe Succeſs would be 
Their Ruin, 


And as I profeſs myſelf to be an ad- 
vocate for Liberty, I cannot ſee the num- 
berleſs vile Arts which are made uſe of, 
to enſnare and delude well-meaning, ho- 
neſt Men, whoſe Principles muſt lead; 


them, with me, to ſtand up and defend 


their Civil and Religious Rights, to ſee 


_ embarqu'd in the ſame Schemes 


with 


(50 
with thoſe who are the known and 
avow'd Enemies to both, tho' at preſent 
they may think it expedient to conceal 
their Views and Inclinations, under the 
Cloak of Service to their Country ; I 
cannot, I fay, fit ſtill and fee all this, 
without attempting, as far as in me lies, 
to awaken thoſe who are the Admirers 
and the Friends of Liberty, to a vigo- 
rous and a reſolute Exertion in the De- 
fence of it. And, tho' there is not the 
leaſt Appearance or Probability of the 
Failure and Subverſion of the Admini- 
ſtration, notwithſtanding the virulent Ef- 
forts and the unjuſt Repreſentations of 
their Adverſaries, yet as it would be an 
hapleſs and irretrievable Miſtake, ſhould 
you aſſiſt and encourage ſuch as are en- 
deavouring to foment Diviſions and Ani- 
moſities amongſt us, ſhould you join with 
them, in diſcouraging and oppoſing, 
without any other Diſtinction or Deme- 
rit, all in general, who promoted or con- 
ſented to the Excis8E SCHEME; as you 
-would ſee when it is too late, that.you 
have been guilty of a fatal and impor- 
tant Error, ſo you cannot but eſteem it 
as 
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bs a friendly and a kind Attempt at leaſt; 
by endeavouring to ſet you right, to put 
you upon your guard, and to ſecure your 
Liberty and Religion, that, which above 
all others, is the very Hinge of all tem- 
poral Happineſs, on which alone de- 

nds, all our Hopes and all our Views 
in this Life. 


The Scheme that has been ſet on foot 
to lead you into Deſtruction, tho form'd 
with the moſt baſe Intention, and per- 
pretrated with the moſt inveterate Ma- 
lice, muſt be own'd, to the Honour of 
the Projectors, is as artful and fallacious 
as any Snare which they could invent. 
But this ſhould only excite thoſe, for 
whom the Trap is laid, to take ſuch 
prudent and deliberate Methods, as will 
inevitably diſappoint their Expectations, 
and fruſtrate their ambitious and unjuſt 
Devices. 


The Hopes of the Adminiſtration» 
Gentlemen, and the Hopes of the Ene- 
mies to the Government and Miniſtry, at 
this time are fix'd, and center'd all in 
Tu: 


(FI 

Du: but I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, 

with this material Differenc, the Former, 

that you will all join in a vi Defence 

and Preſervation of your Liberty and 
Religion; but the Latter, that by abet- 

ting and aſſiſting them, you will be the 
. real Inſtruments of your own Miſery and 

Deſtruction. 


The Eyes of the whole Nation there- 
fore, at the next Election of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament, will be turn'd di- 
realy upon you, to ſee what part you 
act at that Criſis, which will be ſo im- 
portant to the publick Tranquillity, and 
your own private Happineſs ; for whilſt 
you have been unanimous and zealous: 
for your Rights, and fince the illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hannover, which God long; 
preſerve, has attempted and undertaken 
your Protection, the Deſigns, the Strata- 
gems, and the Oppoſition - of your Ene- 
mies, have never been effectual to your 
Prejudice. But tho the Spirit and the 
Violence of a+ Tory Party has been for 
ſome time reftrain'd and quaſh'd, yet 
thro' the whole Series of their Oppref-- 


ſion, 
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fion, an envenom'd and malignant Diſ- 
poſition to all the Friends of Liberty 
and the Government, has been ſecretly 
and induſtriouſly tranſmitted. 


They ſtruggled, you well know, with 
the greateſt Rancour and Indignation 
againſt what they knew you valu'd, your 
Liberty and Conſtitution, as long as there 
was the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope for your 
Undoing. But theſe Attempts, con- 
founded by the Protection of His late 
and preſent Majeſty, the Management and 
Aſſiſtance of the preſent Miniſiry, and 
the vigorous and unanimous Reſolution 
of the Whigs tbemſelves, they have ſu- 


ſpended, tb unwillingly, their Violence 


and their Rage, being forc'd to content 
themſelves with private Deteſtation, and 
a little publick Snarling. They have 
ſeen to their Mortification that nothing 
can hurt you, as long as the preſent Go- 
vernment continues, and you yourſelves 
unite ; and that nothing therefore is left 
them to conceive any Hopes from, but 
their being able to divide, and conſe- 
quently to weaken you. 

And 


* 
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And tho', on this account, it is no 
wonder to ſee them join with thoſe, who 
when in Place and Power were equally 
oppos d by them with others, but whoſe 
Ambition not being gratified, have given 
themſelves airs of Reſentment, and Diſlike 
of Meaſures; yet it is ſomewhar'ſtrange, 
that Diſappointment, and a little pri- 
vate Pique and Prejudice, ſhould give a 
thorough Turn to Mens Sentiments and 
Principles, and incline them to draw 
with that very Set of Men, whom they 
before labour'd to oppreſs. But taking 
the Opportunity of this Diſguſt, by a 
little Flattery on the one hand, and 
Abuſe and Defamation on the other, the 
Tories have artfully plaid their Game, | 
and purpoſely link'd themſelves with * 
thoſe that have been call d Whigs, in | 
order to diſtreſs and overcome thoſe 
that are ſo, And every Man unwiſely 
thinks him, whom he finds an Enemy to 
his Enemies, a Friend to all his other 
Affections; or rather, by the narrowneſs 
of his Underſtanding, and the great ex- 
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tent of his Paſſion, he contracts all his 
other Affections, to that of Revenge. 


But tho' a few diſappointed paſſionate 


Men of our Party, whoſe Principles, 


have not taken ſuch. Root in them, as to 
be a Balance to a few private Quarrels, 
and a little perſonal Diſguſt, tho' theſe, 
under the Name of frugal Patriots, join, 
hand with ſuch as were their Averſion; 
and for the ſake of Revenge only, would 
involve Us in Miſery and Contention; yet 
ſhall we be ſo blind to our Intereſt, as on 


the account of ſome Differences which 


we have 10 Concern with, to riſque that 
Liberty, which is of the greateſt Con- 


cern to us in this World? Tho' ſome 


few of our Denomination, by a fatal 
Train of Paſſions and Intereſts, may 
have deſerted the Cauſe which they have 
avow'd; yet ſhall we, who cannot plead 
even Reſentment, if that muſt be allow'd 


a Reaſon, ever contribute to afliſt and 


fuccour them? Tho' they have once bore 
our Name, yet they can now profeſſedly 


cabal and conſpire * wirh them, 
who 


(wh * 
who have, all their Lives. long; attempted 
to alter our: Conſtitution, and to vilify 
the Royal.Family ; and who ſtill, under 
the: guiſe of Friendſhip, and Service to 
their Countty, are carrying on the Deſigns 
of Jacobites, 4 promoting the Intereſt 
of Maite. 127% 
uy 1 2243 Þ 

Iris an\Obſcivarion that I cannot paſs 
over on this. Subject, that during the In- 
terregnum, when there were great De- 
bates on Cromwel:'s taking upon him the 
Stile and Title of a Kim, the Relations 
of King Charles s Friends, and even ſome 
of his Friends themſeFves, appear'd then 
zealous, Common-wealth's Men, according 
to the Directions ſent them, from thoſe 
wo were about the King. And when 
this great Change, from being the Abet- 
tors of Prerogative, to become the Pa- 
trons' of Liberty, was taken notice of, 
they pretended- their Education in the 
Court, and their Obligations to it, had 
engaged them intbat way; but now, that 
being removed, they had the common 
Principles of human Nature, zhe::L:we of 
3 equal with other Men. As they 
B 2 drew 


612) 
drew in the old Republicans, by this Arti- 
fice, to their Aſſiſtance and Protection, fa 
at the ſame time, they weaken'd Crom- 
well and ſpirited and ſupported the 
Faction that appear'd againſt him, Bur 
theſe very Men at the Reſtoration, when 
their End was gain'd in ſetting up King 
Charles, ſoon ſhook off this Diſguiſe, 
and reverted violently to their e Prin- 
ciples, of an high Prerogative, and an ab- 
ſolute Power. They ſaid they were for 
Liberty, when it was a Meens to diſtreſs 
one whom they had an Averſion to, but 
when the Government was reſtor'd to 
ſuch a Channel as ſuited their Inclinations, 
in which they found Preferment, they 
were ſtill firm to all tyranmcal and arbi- 
trary notions, and as great Enemies to Lite 
berty as ever. | 


I ſhall not enlarge on this Piece of real 
Hiſtory, as the Application of it is ſo 
very obvious and apparent; but give me 
Leave, Gentlemen, to ſay, that it will 
be an inexcuſable Weakneſs, to ſuffer 
thoſe, whoſe every Action in Parliament, 


has been one continu'd Endeavour ta 
truck 
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eruſ and keep you AR by their own 
falſe Infinuations, to become your Friend: 
and Favourites. Allowing the Miniftry 
to be miſtaken in the late Scheme pro- 
pos d, the Merits of which, it is not my 
Purpoſe to enquire into, yet ſurely the 
Agreeing or Diſagreeing to it, ought not 
to be a ſufficient, nay the only Diſtinc- 
tion, by which you are to chooſe your 
Members at an Election. 


For One erroneous Project, ſuppoſing 
it ſhould be allow'd ſuch, is a Miniſtry 
to be diſcarded, the whole Nation ſub- 
jected to Confuſion, and furious diabo- 
lical Inventions, to be ſer up in the 
Room of good Government and Tolera- 
tion? Muſt That Miniſtry particularly, 
who have at all times conſulted our 

Peace and Quiet, preſerv'd us in the 

Enjoyment of our Rights and Privileges, 
and defended us againſt the Cruelties and 
Perſecutions of our Enemies, be given 
. up as à Sacrifice, to their Rage and 
Malice, for That very Service which 
they have done us? Is our Liberty, our 
Religion, - and our Tranquility, to be 


leſt 
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left entirely out of our Confidefation, as 
below our Notice and Regard ? I' hope; 
We are not ſo infatuated, as to work, 
our own Deſtruction, and when we may 
ſtill continue happy, in the Enjoyment 
of every thing, which our Principles teach 
us to eſteem valuable, that we ſhall 
not be ſollicitous, to entail Miſery and 
Slavery on ourſelves and our Poſterity, 
and to be ſubjected with our own/Con« 
ſent, to the Tyranny and Oppr eſſion, of 
thoſe Enemies, whoſe tender Mercies to 
us would be bound Oracle ö 


- Many Arts, I toms ave. boos made 
uſb of, to perſuade the World, to lay 
alide the old Diſtinction between Whigs 
and Tories, and to perſuade them, it. is 
Bugbear and Deception: and fo far, in- 
deed, as it is obferv'd with Spleen and 
Malice, and where it is only to beget Ha- 
fred and IIl- will, amongſt thoſe who are 


good Friends and Neighhours, it is un- 
deniably, for many Reaſons, prudent, 
that it ſhould be forgotten and over. 
look d. But then there are Caſes of Im- 
portance, Truſt and Confidence, where 
312] it 
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it is your higheſt Intereſt, to obſerve 
this Diſtinction, in its proper Latitude 
and Extent. Caſes, where your Liber- 
ty, your Religion, and your: Happineſs, 
as Subjects, lic at Stake ; in which there 
avght, if theſe have any Weight with 
you, to be a due Obſervance of all 
thoſe Notions, that have begotten theſe 
Diſtinctions.— An Obſervance, not in 
Wrath, and Fury, and overbearing, but in 
an Adherence, to all ſuch Gentlemen in 
Parliament, whoſe Principles, you know, 
will lead them, to ſupport the preſent 
Government, and your Religious, and 
your Civil Liberties; And in an Oppo- 
tion to all others, whether Jacobites 
& Patriots, who under the Pretence 
of joining with thoſe that have been 
call d Whigs, and of ſerving the Intereſt 
of their Country are THE CRAFTSMEN, 
who are contriving to diſtreſs our Go- 
vernment, and to deſtroy, in the moſt 
effectual Manner, Liberty, both Civil and 
Religious. 


Theſe are the 2 which alone 
gught to be your Guide, in your Choice 
of 


72 
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of Members at an Election; eſpecially 
at ſuch a time, when every thing which 
is dear to You, is ſtruck at in that 
Juncture, and when a thouſand Arts, 
are daily put in Practice, to infatuate 
and beguile you, by that very Choice, 
to work your on Deſtruction. 


TAE Ex cis, Gentlemen, I very 
plainly ſee, is the Cant-word given over 
the Kingdom, now, as Tux CHURcR, 
by the very ſame Men, was for the 
ſame Ends a while ago, only with this 
Difference of Proſpe& in Succeſs, unleſs 
you are wiſe enough to ſee it before it 
is too late, that as they could then on- 
ly ſtir up and alarm their own Fa- 
vourites and Admirers, ſo they think, 
not by this Stratagem, that they ſhall 
be able to draw in Men of all Denomi- 
nations with them, and fo by gaining 
Strength themſelves, and weakening and 
dividing You, they ſhall accompliſh an 
Overthrow, of what, without you, they 
find they ſhall attempt in vain. 


Whoever 


(17) 


Whoever will look round about him, 
and compare together any trivial Ob- 
ſervations which he has made, on the 
Management and Artifices of the E- 
nemies of our Conſtitution, will find 
theſe to be their Politicks; tho' I make 
no. queſtion, but they have many deſ- 
perate Changes in their Purpoſes, more 
than are avow'd by them, even amongſt 
thaſe who concur with them in every 
thing which they defire. But ſuppo- 
fing that they ſhould ſucceed according 
to their Wiſhes, which, I think I can 
preſage for their comfort, they never 
will, yet there are ſo few, ſo very few 
of their Chiefs, that agree in any one 
Point, beſides an Oppoſition to the pre- 
ſent Meaſures and Adminiſtration, and 
they would all pull ſo many different 
ways, that was it for no other reaſon 
than the Tumult and Diſcord which 
would be amongſt them, it would 
be dangerous and improper that they 
ſhould ever be advanc'd to the Admini- 
ſtration. 


C To 
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To expect to find Men void of all thoſe 


Failings which are common and natural 
to Mankind, would be an egregious, and 
a groſs Abſurdity, on which account Miſ- 
ſtakes ſhould eaſily be pardon'd and over- 
look d. But when Men upon Principle 
oppoſe your Rights and Privileges, and 
the acknowledg'd Deſign of their whole 
Lives has been one continu'd view for 
your Oppreſſion, ſurely there can be no 
Pretence that can palliate their Guilt with 
you, nor any Excuſe which can recom- 
mend them to your regard. 


But further it is to be conſider'd by you, 
that in the Adminiſtration of the Affairs 
of this Kingdom, which is a very dif- 
flicult and important Work, and amidſt 
theſe Diviſions, impoſſible to be carried 
on, with an univerſal Satisfaction, in 
ſuch a Work as this, I ſay, many Things 
muſt be attempted; many Ways purſu'd, 


and many Schemes projected. in order 
to attain the general End, che Good and 
Service of the Nation; ſome of which 
may be abſolutely neceſſary under the 

__ Cir» 
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Circumſtances attending it (tho abſtract- 
edly conſider d, and without their rela- 
tion to thoſe Circumſtances, ſeemingly, 
and to all appearance wrong). in order to 
accompliſh the great end before them. 


Whoever has had the leaſt Manage- 
ment. and Intercourſe with Mankind, in 
almoſt any one Affair of Life, muſt have 
found himſelf to have been frequently 
under this Neceſſity, and by how much 
the more important the Adminiſtration 
of a whole Kingdom is to any private 
Scheme of Life whatever, ſo much the 
more Important muſt thoſe Errors be al- 
low'd to be, and the more frequently, 
tho unwillingly, to be committed. Tho 
this at the firſt view, may appear to be 
an odd Poſition, and may, I am very ſen- 
ſible, be turn'd to ridicule, by thoſe who 
are too inveterate, to give way to any 
thing, and for whoſe Purpoſe and Oppo- 
ſition it is too candid, yet. upon a due 
Conſideration, it is a Truth which myſt 
be allow'd me, tho it may carry too 
much Foree and Conviction along with it, 

,C 2 tor 
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for the en of an Adminiſtration to 
confeſs. | 


And I think 1 ſhall not be unreaſona- 
ble, if I require this likewiſe to be grant- 
ed me, that there muſt be, and cannot be 
avoided, a ſubſtantial Difference between 
the Theory and the Practice of a Politi- 
cian : and tho' he may lay down ſuch 
Schemes for an Adminiſtration, to which 
there can be no  Objeftion made, yet 
when he comes to put thoſe Schemes into 
Execution, he will find himſelf preſs'd a 
thouſand Ways, for which he had made 
no Proviſion, of which he had not the 
leaſt Knowledge or Suſpicion, . and con- 
ſequently under a Neceſſity of purſuing 


other Methods than he before intended, 
or which humage Prudence could foreſee, 
would be convenient. 


T think, Gentlemen, I can illuſtrate 


this part of. my Addreſs to you, by an 
Allufion which is very obvious, and not 
at all impertinent, which is this; that 
tho the preſent Miniſtry had laid ſuch a 
Scheme for the Good and Service of the 


Nation, 
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| Nation, as they were convinc'd, was 
more than a ſufficient Balance, to all the 
Tnconvensencies that might ariſe from the 
Execution of it, yet they were oblig'd to 
ſuperſede it, tho? in their Power to have 
accompliſh'd it, - that they might. indulge 
the Subjects whoſe Inclinations were in- 
flam'd againſt it ; and contrary to their 
own Expectations, and the falſe and ma- 
licious Inſinuations of their Adverſaries, 
have wholly laid it aſide, with a Reſolu- 
tion, as I have good Reaſon to believe, 
never more to reſume it. — But to 
return. 


I might further argue, and with great 

Truth and Juſtice, that unleſs we un- 

derſtood the Deſign and Plan of the Ad- | 
miniſtration, and had a certain Know- + 
ledge and Intelligence of every Circum.. wt 
ſtance relating to it, and the ſeveral Rea- 
ſons for it, it is impracticable for us, 
to form any Judgment which can be clear 
or poſitive. To enable us to do this, we 
-ought fully to be acquainted with every 
-Secrer in it, to connect every Part toge- 
cher, and ſee the Fitneſs and Adjuſtment. 


of 


n 
of che Whole, whether by an Alteration 
in any one Particular that we deſire, . the 
whole may not be thrown into Confu- 
ſion, and a greater Detriment be occa- 
ſion d, than was at firſt apprehended, be- 
fore any ſuch Alteration. . 


Tho' there are, therefore, vaſt Mul- 
| titudes who take delight in what they 
call talking Politicks, and fitting in Judg- 
ment on the publick Adminiſtration of - 
our Affairs, yet there are but few, if any, 
beſides thoſe who are the Conductors, 
that are capable of judging of it at all. 
Hence likewiſe may we conceive, and 
oyght, indeed, to take for granted, that 
many of the Objections which have been 
brought againſt the Government, and the 
Miniſtry, have taken their riſe, more 
from our Ignorance of the true State and 
Circumſtances of the Matter, than from 
any real Evil in the Things themſelves. 
But there never was, and I may venture yo 
ſay, there never can, or will be, any ſort 
of Adminiſtration without ſome Errors 
and Imperfections in it: tho', at the ſame 
time, we are not to believe All That Con- 


duct 
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duct to be miſtaken and unjuſt, which 
Men of blundering Underſtandings may 
apprehend ſo, which Men of oppoſite 
Principles may repreſent ſo, or which 
Men that have been diſappointed and diſ- 
carded from Poſts of Truſt and Profit, 
would perſuade us to take for granted, 1s 
fo, on Their Word. And as there ever 
were Errors and Failings in Adminiſtra- 
tions, ſo there ever were /ome Men of 
factious and turbulent Diſpoſitions, reſt- 
leſs and uneaſy equally, at every thing 
which is propos'd; and ofhers likewiſe, 
that contended for this, and this only 
Reaſon, that they wanted the Power and 
the Profits of their Neighbours. 


This now is the Caſe at preſent; but 
this being ſo, ſhall we to gratify the Am- 
bicious, the Revengeful, and theſe, whom 
with too much Indulgence, we only call 
the Paſſionate, throw ourſelves into the 
Hands of thoſe, who beguile us now with 
fair Promiſes and Speeches, yet have 
Souls full of Fury, and will, if they get 
us into their Clutches, let us ſee, with a 
vengeance, the Effe&ts and Tendency of 

their 
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their Principles. For when a profefs d 
Enemy makes an Offer of Friendſhip and 
Civility, without any Obligation to com- 
pel them, we may depend upon it, that 
there is always ſome private Deſign at 
bottom which does not appear, but 
which, if we act with any Diſcretion, 
we ſhould at all times ſuſpect, as know- 
ing, that the favour of ſuch is only in- 
tended for a Snare. In the Reign of 
King James the Second, there was great 
Indulgence talk'd and contended for, by 
thoſe who were the known Enemies of 
Liberty of Conſcience, to all ſuch as 
could not conform to the Diſcipline and 
Worſhip of the Church of England; 
this, with the weaker ſort of People, 
was receiv'd, as a great Inſtance of the Cle- 
mency of the King towards the Diſſenters 
and produc'd many Addrefles of Thanks 
to him, from all parts of the Kingdom. 
But the wiſer part of the Nation, who 
could ſee into the Deſign, and even many 
of the Diſſenters themſelves, who to be 
ſure would have been glad of their Liber- 
ty in religious Worſhip, were not in the 


leaſt elated, with that maryellous Indul- 


gence, 
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gence, but oppos d it with all their Force, 
becauſe they knew too well, that the 
real Meaning and Deſign, was, under the 
Pretence of Tenderneſs to them, to give 
an Opportunity for the full and undi- 
ſturb'd Exerciſe of the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion. | 


But, whoever is at all acquainted with 
the Hiſtory -of this Country, cannot 
want now to be inform'd, that it is not 
above an Age ago, that, notwithſtanding 
the moſt ſolemn Promiſes, and repeated Aſ- 
ſurances of Fidelity from Men of the ſame 
Kidney and Diſpoſition with thoſe that 
now court your Favour, that they might 
prevail with the Whigs of thoſe Times, 
to give them their Aſſiſtance and Encou- 
ragement ; as ſoon as ever they were in 
Power, they acted with the greateſt Vio- 
lence, and with the higheſt Spirit of 
Revenge againſt them: tho” it muſt like- 
wiſe be remember'd, that the Whigs 
chiefly, if not wholly, contributed to the 
Reſtoration of that Power which perſecu- 
ted and diſtreſs d them, even after having 
been're-eſtabliſh'd by their very Aſſiſtance. 
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Paſt Experience ſhould therefore teach 
you, that as they have been always your 
implacable and irreconcileable Enemies, 
whoſe Intereſts and Principles are diame- 
trically oppoſite to your own, you ſhould 
never put it in their Power again, to do 


you Miſchief, or think, that it is purely 


out of a Principle, of Honour and Ho- 
neſty, that they are now contending for 
the Maſtery, No, Gentlemen, what- 
ever may be their Pretence, it will be 
your Wiſdom, and your Intereſt, to ſuſpect 
them ; to ſuſpe them, of having Defigns 
different from your own, or which they 
would have you believe, are theirs; to 
ſuſpect, however they may cloak their 
Sedition and their Treachery, that they 
have Views of promoting ſuch Schemes 
and Meaſures of Government, as ſhall 
prevent its being ever in your Power, to 
oppoſe or check them for the future. 


And tho' they may be apprehenſive of 
having an Opportunity put into their 
Hands of re-inſtating themſelves, in Con- 
fidence and Power, by means of your 
running counter to your Principles, in 

chooſing 
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chooſing ſuch Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament, as will, right or wrong, join Iſſue 
together with them, in weakning and 
diſtreſſing the Adminiſtration ; yet, as I 
am perſuaded, they will be deceived in 
that Conjecture, ſo give me Leave to ac- 
quaint you, that if their Projects ſhould 
anſwer, in bringing in a Tory Parlia- 
ment, tho by means of your acting a 
weak inglorious Part for their Aſſiſtance, 
notwithſtanding the preſent Miniſtry 
would not even then be laid aſide, yet as 
they would be made incapable of ſup- 
porting you, ſo you muſt bid an eternal 
farewel to your Rights and Liberties ; 
and as your Fathers, which is a recent 


Inſtance of the Violation of ſuch Faith, 


mult be cruſh'd and perſecuted with ne- 
gative Diſcouragements and poſitive In» 
conveniences, by the very Men which 
you yourſelves promoted, confer'd, and 
delegated that Power on. 


If therefore there is any thing which 
you enjoy and eſteem valuable, as Engliſb- 
men and Whigs, let no falſe Politicks 
whatever, no ſpecious fine Pretences, no 
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Names of Whigs or Patriofs, no Cla- 
mours nor Outcries about Exciſe and Li- 
berty, deceive you in ſuch a fatal and 
egtegious Manner, as to perſuade you to 
oppoſe and deſert ſuch Gentlemen in Par- 
liament, upon whom depends entirely, 
and who alone ſecure to you, theſe inva- 
luable Privileges and Enjoyments. 


And it is a Conſideration which I can- 
not but recommend as worthy your Ob- 
ſervance and Regard, that rather than 
weaken the Hands of an Adminiſtration, 
which they are confident will propoſe no- 
thing that is really detrimental to the 
publick Intereſt, rather than give up a 
Miniſtry who defend and ſupport their 
Principles, as a Prey to Sharks and Sharp- 
ers; it certainly behoves thoſe who are 
your Members, to conſent to things in 
Parliament, if not of great Importance, 
of the Reaſonableneſs and Expediency of 
which, they may not be then convinced, 
if it were only to enable them to bear up 
againſt their Enemies, who are conſtantly 
oppoſing, merely for the ſake of Oppoſi- 
tion, and only to diſtreſs them. The more 

=_— 
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this Conſideration is weigh'd by you 
without Prejudice, and with Candour, 
the more you muſt allow a Liberty to 
your Members, to ſupport and ſerve the 
Cauſe which they are engaged in. And 
whatever Tricks have been plaid over to 
draw away your Affections from them, or 
whatever Riots and Combinations have 
been form'd, in order to inflame and ex- 
aſperate you againſt them in your future 
Choice, yer I perſuade myſelf, that you 
are not ſo far loſt, to that which is your 
real and undoubted Intereſt, as to diſcou- 
rage and oppoſe ſuch as will promote 
and preſerve it to you, only that by that 
Means, you may have an Opportunity 
of indulging the Paſſions, and gratify- 
ing the Ambition of your Enemies. No 
I perſuade myſelf rather on the other 
hand, that as you muſt ſee thro' the falſe 
Colouring and Varniſh which has diſ- 
guis'd their Sentiments and Deſigns, 
however finely and artfully it may be laid 
on, ſo you will exert yourſelves on this 
Occaſion, by ſhowing the Sincerity of 
your Principles, in ſtanding up for Liber- 
ty, and uſing your moſt yigorous Endea- 

vours 
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vours to ſerve thoſe Gentlemen at an 
Election, whom you are convinc'd will 
carry on the ſame good Intention, in aſ- 
fiſting and ſtrengthning the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, againſt thoſe Enemies whoſe 
Wiſhes prompt them to promote and de- 
light in your Perſecution. And, 


Notwithſtanding the preſent Meaſures 
have been repreſented in cheap and ſenſe- 
leſs Libels, as © the wild and wicked 
« Attempts of a crazy Adminiſtration,” 
yet. they ought to be judg'd of by this one 
only Rule, the plain Defign for which they 
were calculated at firſt. And the particu- 
lar Incidents of ſuch an Adminiſtration, 
ought all to be juſtified, or cover'd, by the 
general Intereſt which ſhall appear to be 
carrying on throughout the whole ; which, 
the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, if they 
will grant any thing, muſt themſelves 
allow, has always been the Preſervation 
F the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the Rights 
and Liberties of the People. And tho' 
many Gentlemen of Diſtin&tion, who 
have aſſerted the Principles of Liberty, 
have been diſcarded from Places of Ho- 
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nour and Profit under the Government, 
yet it does not therefore follow, that 
there is not the ſame Regard for Liberty 
in the Adminiſtration that there has been, 
or, that any Meaſures are purſuing by it, 
which are detrimental to the Intereſt of 
the Country. It may rather, on the other 
hand, be concluded, that by being Ene- 
mies inſtead of Friends, they have made 
an ill Uſe of the Favour and Confidence 
which they enjoy'd, have prov'd ungrate- 
ful enough to deſerve this Uſage, and 
given a ſufficient Provocation for their 
Removal; for ſuppoſing we ſhould al- 
low, that they really differ d in Opinion 
upon a Point debated, from the Side 
which they acknowledg'd and appear d 
on, yet, as they might manifeſt their 
Diſlike of it, by their declaring them- 
ſelves Not Content, ſo there could be no 
other Reaſon for the invidious Taſk of 
entering a Proteſt againſt it, but that they 
might throw a blick Odium, to the ut- 
moſt of their Power, on thoſe who were 
the Abettors of it. 


But 
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But to proceed It is not long ſince, and 
muſt be freſh even in every body's Memo- 
ry, that ſome of the ſame Perſons who 
are now plotting and contending to over- 
turn and ruin the Legiſlature, were once 
at the Head of an Adminiſtration ; and as 


that Period muſt be in Remembrance, fo 


it cannot ſurely be forgotten by what ig- 
noble Schemes and Methods it was con- 
duced ; how Religious and Civil Liber- 
ty was attempted to be oppreſs'd; and 
how every thing which you call'd or 
eſteem'd valuable, was juſt upon the Point 
of being given up. But as the Provi- 
dence of a ſupreme Being was then 
pleas'd to reſcue us out of their Hands, and 
to continue us all along from that Time, 
in the full and undiſturb'd Enjoyment of 
our Rights and Privileges, ſo now it will 
be your own Faults entirely, if you ever 
put the Reins into their Hands again, and 
give them that Power, which they know 
pot how to execute but for your De- 
ſtruction. 21 


\ Shall 
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Shall thoſe who did their utmoſt to 
keep out the preſent Royal Family, and 
to bring in a Pretender over us, and who, 
doubtleſs would play the fame Game 
over again, if they had but an Opportuni- 
ty; ſhall Theſe, from a ſpecious and a falſe 
Pretence of Service to their Country, be 
allow'd to have any ſhare in the Influ- 
ence of your publick Conduct, or to 
determine you to act for their Sakes, a- 
gainſt your acknowledg'd and avowed Prin- 
ciples? No let me perſuade you, 
Gentlemen, as a true Friend to Liberty, 
and the Cauſe which you have alwayͤs 
own'd, and nobly hitherto defended, to ſhun 
thoſe Snares, which are artfully laid to 
catch you, by purſuing and ſupporting in 
the Good Old Way that you have been 
accuſtom'd to, the Intereſt that is conſiſt- 
ent with the Rights and Liberties of your 
Country. 

For if a Miniſtry and a Pelle 
are on all Occaſions to be inſulted, and 
to be ſubject to the Controul of every 
pert and petulant Politician, there can 
be no ſuch thing as a juſt or equitable 
2 becauſe, there are never 
E wanting 


wanting Men of ſeditious and diſaffect- 
ed Spirits, that ate always attempting to 
inflame the Minds of others, even when 
there is not the leaſt Foundation or Pre- 
tence, againſt thoſe, whoever they are, 
that are in Power. And give me Leave 
to ſay, that it is an Abſurdity by no Show 
of Argument to be defended, to imagine 
that That Miniſtry, who before they were 
in Power were zealous Advocates for Li- 
berty, and ſince they have been in the 
Adminiſtration, have been remarkable for 
the Support and Preſervation of it, not- 
wichſtanding the Detraction and Oppo- 
ſition of your Enemies to prevent them, 
ſhould now wilfully attempt, by any 
Pernicious Scheme, to abrogate and de- 
ſtroy it : That that Miniſtry, who have 
brought to Shame and Puniſhment, thoſe 
Enemies to his Majefty and your Conſti- 
tution, who have endeavour'd to abridge 
you of your Liberty and your Privileges, 
ſhould be ſo far alter'd in their Principles 
and Diſpoſitions, as now to deprive you 
of them Both. 

. ”Tis true indeed, That Seditious and 
Ambitious Ju ro, whoſe Envy and Ma- 
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lice have been conſpicucus, in an univer- 
fal Oppoſition to his Majeſty, and This 
Miniſtry, have harangu'd you loud and 
often on the Loſs of Liberty, and on 
Slavery and Oppreſſion, by their Means, 
But this they do, Gentlemen, as well 
knowing, that Liberty, being valu'd, and 
contended for, by you, thro' Principle, 
they muſt make Uſe of that Pretext, to 
win you over, and to make you believe 
that they are your Friends, and mean 
nothing but your Intereſt and Advantage, 

But their Principles and Opinions; 
leading them directly to deny both Civil 
and Religious Liberty, and to promote 
and teach, unlimited and arbitrary Power, 
without Reſiſtance or Oppoſition, and the 
Defence of theſe Principles and Maxims, 
with Violence and Perſecution, having 
been their ſettled and their conftant 
Practice, you muſt ſurely be more ſaga- 
cious than to give any Credit to their 
Pretences, or to build any Hopes of their 
Fidelity, on ſuch a ſlender and preca- 
rious Bottom. 

Whatever Alterations, whatever Schemes 
for Liberty, your Inclinations, and your 
| E 2 Judg- 
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Judgments prompt you to deſire and ob- 
tain, you may with ſuch a Parliament 
as the preſent, and under the Conduct of 
this Miniſtry expect and hope to ſee ac- 
compliſh'd. But what in God's Name 
can you expect from thoſe, who have al- 
ways delighted in your Oppreſſion, and 
whoſe Oppoſition is now the only Reaſon 
why your Wiſhes are unſucceſsful ? What 
can you expect from thoſe, who have de- 
fam'd and villified the Royal Family, 
and who have diſpers d their Diſloyalty 
and Infections, in an audacious Contempt 
of the Perſon and Government of his 
Majeſty; what can you expect from 
them, notwithſtanding their Pretences, 
but the moſt barbarous and execrable 


Inventions, which Vengence and Malice, 


join'd with Power and Prejudice, can 
contrive and execute? 

The late Attempts which have been 
clandeſtinely made in the City of Loxpox, 
to lay aſide a Gentleman, at the next E- 
lection, who ſince his having repreſented 
them, has behav'd with great Integrity, 
and with a ſtrict Regard to the Intereſt of 


that 3 as well as the Advantage of ghe 


Country, 
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Country, and who in the late famous Op- 
poſition, exerted his Abilities according to 
their higheſt Wiſhes, are a flagrant In- 
ſtance, to what an enormous height of 
Violence they would proceed. For, as 
they have endeavour'd to nominate in his 
room thoſe who are known and diſtin- 
guiſh'd for Diſloyalty, by remitting Money 
to the Pretender, thoſe who have been bur 
too much concern'd, as publick Incendi- 
aries in that City, by inflaming the Minds, 
and alienating the Affections of the People 
from their Sovereign, thoſe, who under the 
Pretence of being oblig'd by their high 
« Station, to be watchful over the Intereſt 
ce of their Fellow-Citizens, have, with ill 
govern'd Paſſions, promoted Faction and 
Diſcontent ; thoſe, who appear'd in Per- 
ſon, at the Head of a riotous and diſaffect- 
ed Mobb, to inſult the Parliament at the 
very Door of their Houſe, when they were 
Sitting ;— Theſe Attempts, I fay, muſt 
conyince you, beyond Diſpute, that it is 
Not Merit, that it is Not Integrity, that it 
is Not Service to their Country, all bich 
only are pretended, that theſe Men pay re- 
gard to, but that it is in Fact, and to ſay the 
Truth, 
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Truth, nothing but a Jacobite Principle, 
and a ſeditious Spirit, that they want t to 
have prevail. 

For, if this is not a Specimen of their 
real Sentiments and their Views, if this 
ungrateful Treatment of a Gentleman, 
whoſe Character they can have no other 
Objection to, but that his Principles happen 
to favour Loyalty too much (than which, 
nothing can give you a ſtronger Impreſſion, 
that Repoſe and Safety is not to be expect. 
ed from them) if this be not Conviction, 
then it is apparent, and you yourſelves 
muſt own, that you are prejudic'd in fa- 
vour of thoſe very Men, whowill be glad 
of an Opportunity to devour you. 

Bur ſurely thoſe who with the greateſt 
Deliberation can take the Oaths of Alle- 
giance to his Majeſty King George, and of 
Abjuration of the Pretender, and yet not- 
withſtanding that moſt ſolemn Obligation 
of Loyalty and Obedience, to qualify 
themſelves for Stations and Employments, 
can make uſe of thoſe Opportunities, 
which they have by virtue of theſe Offi- 
ces, to prejudice the Intereſts of This Go» 
vernment, and to carry on the Cauſe of 


That 
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that Pretender, have not the leaſt Pretence 


to your Confidence, or Merit, that can 
claim your Approbation; but. ought moſt 
certainly, rather on the other hand, to 


receive that Treatment from you which 
they deſerve, as Traitors to their Prince, 


and Enemies to their Country: 

To examine all the Artifices that are 
made uſe of, notwithſtanding this, to in- 
veigle you to give them Aid, and to relate 
all the Meaſures which are concerted, and 


the Schemes which are executed in pri- 


vate, in order to promote what they real- 
ly deſign, and have at Heart to ſee ac- 
compliſh'd, muſt to be ſure, be full as te- 
dious to you, as it is now impoſſible for 
me. 
And therefore, Gentlemen, to conclude; 
I ſhall only once more remind you of 
what I have, thro' the whole, recom- 
mended to your Confideration, that it 
highly concerns you, as you value your 
Religious and your Civil Liberties, to 
countenance and promote the ſeveral In- 
tereſts of thoſe Gentlemen, in your re- 
ſpective Stations and Capacities, whoſe 
avowed Principles will lead them to ſup- 
port 
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port and continue you in the Poſſemion 
and Enjoyment of them both. 

And when I aſſure you that I am no 
Court Minion, have neither Place nor 
Penſion, nor any other Motive whatſoever, 
to incline me to concern myſelf, in giving 

you this Advice, but the Support and 
Honour of his Majeſty, the real Intereſt 
of Liberty, which I have at Heart, and 
a Deſire to preſerve the Cauſe which by 
Principle I am engag'd in, I hope, you 
will allow the Conſiderations, which I 
here lay before you, to have their proper 
Influence in your Conduct, and direct 
you to ſuch a Choice, as you will have no 


occaſion to repent of. 


Jam, Gentlemen, 


Dur moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant. 


